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Five Star Cruises in the Gulf of Tonkin
Two 5 star Vietnamese cruise ships will be 
launched in the Gulf of Tonkin next March, 
Each vessel includes 3 floors, 32 rooms, 1 
restaurant, 2 bars, a spa and open areas. 
The cruise ships will offer three day-two 
night tours in the Gulf of Tonkin featuring 
some of Vietnam’s most outstanding land-
scapes.

Vietnam Plans 86 New Golf Courses
Vietnam is planning to increase the number 
of golf courses from 29 to 115 by 2020. Ad-
ditional courses in provinces including Phu 
Tho, Khanh Hoa, and Kien Giang. Currently 
in Vietnam 29 golf courses are operating, 
while a further 22 are under construction, 
13 projects have received official clearance, 
and 23 others are waiting for approval.

New Flight from Hanoi to Con Dao Island
Air Mekong has announced plans to launch 
flights connecting Hanoi with the southern 
Vietnamese island of Con Dao. From 6 Sep-
tember, the airline will serve the route four 
times a week, departing Hanoi at 0940, and 
returning from Con Dao at 1340.

Vietnam’s Tourism Growth and Investment
With tourist arrivals growing 18.4% from 
Jan to Aug this year, Vietnam is planning to 

develop its tourism infrastructure with an 
estimated $42.5 billion investment over the 
next 10 years. The plan aims to boost do-
mestic tourism to nearly 50 million by 2020, 
and international tourism to 10.5 million ar-
rivals over the same period.

Hanoi to Expand Tourist Bus Routes
Authorities in Hanoi have agreed to expand 
the use of electric-powered tourist buses in 
the city. Bus routes will be extended into 
the city’s Hoan Kiem district, with stops 
at popular tourist sites including the Tem-
ple of Literature, One-Pillar Pagoda, Ho Chi 
Minh Mausoleum and Ba Dinh Square. The 
fleet of 30 buses will be able to carry 8 pas-
sengers at a time.

Hue Pagoda Restoration Starts
Work has commenced on a project to re-
store the Ta Tung Pagoda in Hue, central Vi-
etnam. The pagoda will be reinforced with 
new foundations, a new wooded frame and 
roof, while its water and lighting systems 
will also be upgraded. The project, which 
is being undertaken by Vietnam’s Institute 
of Construction Science & Technology, will 
cost nearly VND7 billion (US$334,000) and 
is expected to be completed in July 2012.

La Residence Hue joins Accor’s MGallery
The 81 year-old heritage hotel becomes the 
third MGallery member property in Viet-
nam. The hotel, which was originally built 
as part of the French Governor’s official 
residence, features 122 rooms and suites 
with louvered shutters, hardwood floors 
and high ceilings. F&B offerings include Le 
Gouverneur Bar and the fine-dining restau-
rant, Le Parfum.

Latest News
Hello Dear Readers!

Once again, our newsletter is hot off the 
presses with the latest news and updates 
from IT&T. In this issue, we’ve got lots of 
promotions, a peek into one of our new-
est tours, a look into the great golf cours-
es in Laos, and our usual staff pick. We’re 
especially keen on the Laos golf courses, 
which we think may just be the next 
great destination for adventurous golfers 
around the world.
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Hanoi Expanding Street Cuisine
Hanoi will expand its walking street areas 
to promote its specialty and traditional cui-
sine. The walking street area will include 
streets in the center of the Old Quarter, 
in addition to the current night market 
and walking streets in Hang Dao and Dong 
Xuan. The new walking streets will include 
areas where many buildings date back to 
18th century.

Swiss-Belhotel Claims Property in Vietnam
Scheduled for opening in June 2012, the 
Swiss-Belhotel Phan Thiet will feature 48 
serviced villas and 30 condominiums in the 
first phase of construction and 200 villas on 
completion of phase two. Every villa will 
boast a kitchen and bar, large living area, 
sauna and steam bath. On a 10Ha plot that 
fronts onto a 300m stretch of beach. It will 
host a gourmet restaurant, a Chinese cui-
sine mansion, a bar, café, two libraries and 
two kids’ clubs.
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IN SAIGON
Grand Hotel Saigon: Oct. 01 – Dec. 31, 2011
Soft opening promotion: discount 10% based on contract rate

Oscar Hotel: May. 01 – Dec. 31, 2011
Special promotion: stay 2 nights get 50% discount for 2nd night

IN PHU QUOC
La Veranda Resort: Jan. 01 – Oct. 31, 2011
Half board promotion: 20% off on the half board meal price. Terms & conditions apply.

IN HUE
Pilgrimage Village: May. 01 – Oct. 31, 2011
Summer promotion: Book 2 consecutive nights, get 1 free meal (meal is required to be 
mentioned or booked upon reservation). Vietnamese or Western set menu will be offered 
for 1 person or 2 persons on lunch or dinner.

Vedana Lagoon Resort & Spa: Oct. 01 – Dec. 20, 2011
Book 3 nights, pay 2 nights (3 nights is required to be consecutive)
Early bird discount (book 90 days prior: get 20% off. Book 60 days prior: get 15% off).

Ana Mandara Hue: Jul. 10 – Oct. 31, 2011.
Stay 4, pay 2. Valid for all room types, excluding Deluxe room.
Stay 6, pay 4 with one the Gourmet BBQ and 60 minutes spa treatment per person per 
stay. Terms & conditions apply.

The Nam Hai Resort: Jan. 11 – Dec. 20, 2011. Applied for FIT booking from 1-9 rooms
One-bed room Villas: Stay 3 nights, pay 2 nights. Stay 4 nights; pay 3 nights + 1 lunch.
1 to 5 bedrooms Pool Villas: stay 3 nights, pay 2 nights. Stay 4 nights; pay 3 nights + 1 lunch 
+ 1 dinner.

IN NHA TRANG
An Lam Ninh Van Villas: Jul. 10 – Oct. 31, 2011. Summer promotion: Stay 5 nights, pay 3 
nights. Stay 7 nights, pay 4 nights.

Sunrise Nha Trang: Jul. 22 – Dec. 31, 2011 (except Dec. 20 – Dec. 31).
Stay min 2 nights will get 2 spa treatmets (60 mins) for 2 pax. Stay min 3 nights will get: 
combine with bonus night “stay 3, pay 2.5”. Complimentary 1 way transportation for 2 pax. 

IN MUI NE
Novotel Ocean Dunes Phan Thiet: May. 30 – Oct. 31, 2011
Summer promotion: stay 4 nights, pay 3 nights. For long stay from 6 nights and above, 
a complimentary 60 minutes spa/massage treatment will also be offered per person per 
stay. Stay 2 nights and get 50% discount on the second night. For long stay from 6 nights 
and above, a complimentary 60 minutes spa/massage treatment will also be offered per 
person per stay.

IN HALONG BAY
Novotel Ha Long Bay: Jan. 01 – Oct. 31, 2011. Applied for FIT booking
Any 02 consecutive - night get 01 FOC dinner
Early Bird program: 10% discount  for any booking made 45 days prior to arrival
Early Bird discount and free dinner cannot be applied together.

Latest in 
Hospitality

Promotions

IN SAIGON
Restaurant Maxim’s Nam An
Maxim’s is like nowhere else in Saigon. Its 
French influence can be seen in the tiles 
that pattern the floor, but the interior is a 
pastiche of Saigon images and history. The 
decor invokes every era between the 17th 
century and 21st century. The cuisine here 
is classic Vietnamese and absolutely deli-
cious.

Opening time: 10:00 AM – 22:00 PM
Capacity: 150
Location: District 1, Saigon

IN DANANG
Hotel Mercure Da Nang 4*
Situated on exclusive Green Island with 
spectacular 360 degree views of the Da 
Nang Beach, the Ba Na Hills, the Marble 
Mountain and the Han River.
- 272 guestrooms with stunning mountain 
and ocean views.
- 2 Restaurants and Bar offers extensive 
delicacies and drink selections.
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For more detailed information on our 
Promotions, New Hotels and New Restau-
rants, you can email us at product@itt.
com.vn.
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New Golf Tour: Mekong Fairways

North Vietnam
Starting in the temperate climate of north-
ern Vietnam, you will get to try out the 
private and quiet Tam Dao Golf Resort, 
fresh off of the capital and Chi Linh golf 
and Country Club just off of the lake. In be-
tween your games you will get a chance to 
relax on the rolling waves of Halong Bay.

Laos
Off to Luang Prabang where you will be 
treated with a golf course resplendent 
in its natural surroundings and beautiful 
landscapes. You’ll play a round at Luang 
Prabang Golf Club, site of one of the most 
scenic fairways in Asia (see page 6 for more 
details on the best golf courses in Laos).

Cambodia
Your quick stop in quiet Laos will be fol-
lowed by a vibrant trip down to Cambo-

Tropical Courses, Tropical Swings
IT&T is proud to announce its latest golfing tour, Mekong Fairways, an 11-day voyage 
through the best courses in Indochina. Modeled for the adventurous golfer looking for a 
tropical green the Mekong Fairways Golf Tour hits the spot. For a more detailed day-by-day 
breakdown of the tour, please visit our website at: itt.com.vn/golf

dia, the kingdoms of wonders. Here, you 
will get a few games in at the Phokeethra 
Golf Club before a day of exploration at the 
world renowned Angkor Wat religious site. 
On your final day in Cambodia, you will play 
another round at the Angkor Golf Club.

For more information on our tours, cus-
tomize your own tours or to see our Tours 

Catalogue, please contact us at 
product@itt.com.vn
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South Vietnam
You’ll round off your tour with a trip to the 
biggest city in Vietnam and the charms of 
the Mekong Delta. The Long Thanh Coun-
try Club will please you with its soothing 
diverse landscape while the Song Be Golf 
Club’s beautiful lakes and greens will finish 
off your golf tour in style.

Mekong Fairways
Extension
If 10 days of golfing doesn’t satiate your 
golfing spirit, follow up the tour with our 
Extension in Central Vietnam.

Central Vietnam
Take 6 days up in the central beach city 
of Danang, for rounds of golf that will en-
ergize your game. Play a round at Mont-
gomerie Links Hoi An before a leisurely 
afternoon on the beach of Danang or play 
another round of golf at Danang Golf Club 
before grabbing a ride over to the ancient 
port town of Hoi An for a look at some of 
the best textile and art of Vietnam. The 
two clubs, the illustrious Danang and Hoi 
An, and your golf game will combine for a 
sweet leisurely tour extension.

Luang Prabang Golf Club

Tam Dao Golf Resort

Angkor Golf Club

Danang Golf Club
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Golfing in Laos

Three Golden Golf Courses
This month our team took a trip to check out the golfing gems hidden away in Laos 
and we were amazed to find a truly stunning series of fairways. When considering 
your next round of golf, you wouldn’t expect Laos to be on the top of the list of best 
places in Asia. The scenic rugged natural landscape plus the finely laid out courses 
make for a truly enjoyable tropical golf game. 

For more information on golf courses and 
tours to these destination, please contact 

us at product@itt.com.vn

Dansavanh Golf & Country Club

Lao Country Club

Luang Prabang Golf Club

Lao Country Club
The quaint Lao Country Club, the first golf 
course to be established in Vientiane, aims 
to please with its rolling hills, relaxing 
greens and challenging waterways. Only 
recently renovated and just 18km from 
Vientiane, the course makes for the perfect 
place for practicing one’s golf swing, re-
laxing with some delicious Laotian cuisine 
and getting a few rounds in before heading 
back to the city for a relaxing evening.
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Luang Prabang Golf Club
Luang Prabang Golf Club is a world-class 
premier golf course located in Luang Pra-
bang. The hills and valleys overlooking the 
Great Mekong River provide a magnificent 
setting for this truly unique golf course. 
There are spectacular views over the pic-
turesque heritage town and the course 
layout is reminiscent of a quaint mountain 
town. The holes are both memorable and 
well designed, with undulating fairways 
and well protected greens. Multiple varie-
ties of trees, shrubs and natural vegetation 
add seasonal color to the verdant splendor 
of the golf course. 

Dansavanh Golf Club
For a truly tropical golfing experience Dansavanh Golf & Country Club delivers a natu-
ral golfing experience. Surrounded by a huge 14,800 hectare land concession area the 
Resort gives a beautiful natural scenic landscape for the nature lover in every golfer. The 
resort covers part of the Phou Khao Khouay Mountain and Nam Ngum Lake in Vientiane 
province, about 60 kilometers from Vientiane thus making for a nice settling holiday 
away from the the city.

Luang Prabang Golf Club
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Online Updates 
Image Inventory & Languages
This month we have released our new Im-
age Inventory equipped with images of lo-
cations and accomodations in Indochina for 
all our members. The images are available 
for download in high resolution and are 
suitable for use in your marketing materi-
als.  If you haven’t received your username/
password yet, please contact us at
marketing @itt.com.vn

This month we took the opportunity to 
interview Mrs. Kurisaki who works for the 
MST Team specializing mainly in the Japa-
nese market.

First Encounters
About 9 years ago Mrs. Kurisaki came to 
Vietnam for the first time, traveling with 
her friend around the country for vacation. 
Mrs. Kurisaki never thought that she would 
come back, not particularly taken with Vi-
etnam at that time. Little did Mrs. Kurisaki 
know at the time that in a few years she 
would return to Vietnam under completely 
different circumstances.

Back in Japan?
Mrs. Kurisaki, originally from Kawasaki, 
came back to Japan to work in a Japanese 
travel agency that provided travel services 
to travelers heading out to Vietnam and 
other parts of Asia. In this company, Mrs. 
Kurisaki worked as a Tour Leader. During 
this time, Mrs. Kurisaki met her current hus-
band who is actually Vietnamese. One thing 
lead to another before Mrs. Kurisaki found 
herself living in Vietnam. She has now been 
living in Vietnam for over 7 years, has a 
5-year-old son and is happy to be living in 
Vietnam, the place she never thought she 
would return to.

Coming to IT&T
5 years ago, finishing off her maternity 
leave in Saigon, Mrs. Kurisaki was eager 
to find something to do and it just so hap-
pened that Mrs. Yen, manager of the MST 
team, needed a new member for her team. 
As luck would have it, Mrs. Yen was Mrs. 
Kurisaki’s husband’s older brother’s wife 
and gave her a call and invited her to work 
at IT&T. The call sealed Mrs. Kurisaki’s fate 
with IT&T and she’s been with us for over 5 
years now.

At IT&T
Today, Mrs. Kurisaki takes care of foster-
ing and building new relations with clients 
and friends in Japan and is happy to do so. 
She’s happy to be working here because of 
the intimate eye that the team has towards 
Indochina. She appreciates the enthusiasm 
and closeness of the staff, who she sees are 
so very friendly and easy to get along with, 
“I have been in both worlds, working for a 
tour company abroad and here. At first, I 
wasn’t sure about a Vietnamese company, 
but after working at IT&T I see how much 
more interesting it is to be closer to the 
ground. The knowledge is deeper.” Thank 
you Mrs. Kurisaki for your dedication and 
camraderie.

If you would like to contact Mrs. Kurisaki, 
please email: kurisaki.mst@itt.com.vn

Inside Indochina Tourist & Trade

Ms. Kurisaki Kikuka from the MST Team. 

Dong Son Drums
Walking through the Forbidden City 
you will catch glimpses of mysterious 
bronze drums peppered along the royal 
walkways. These early signs of ancient 
Vietnamese metalworking were pro-
duced from 600 BC to the 3rd century 
AD and remark of the growing sophis-
tication of the agricultural Dong Son 
Culture in the Red River Delta of north-
ern Vietnam. The images depict rive 
harvesting, rituals, sailing, and wild and 
domesticated animals. In the past, the 
drums were used for ceremonies and 
for wartime but today, their intricate 
patterns connect all Vietnamese people 
to their ancient heritage.
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